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SERVICES FOR JULY
N L

10am Holy Communion Service

Refreshments: Kay
Prayers: Kay

Sunday 12
10am Holy Communion Service

Refreshments: Melanie
Prayers: Melanie

Sunday 19*:
10am Holy Communion Service

Refreshments: Kate & Charlotte
Prayers: Kate & Charlotte

Sunday 26
10am Holy Communion Service

Refreshments: Rosalie
Prayers: Rosalie

5

Parish Giving

If you are not already doing so, please consider
giving to the parish via Automatic Payment. St
Mary’s has to pay for our vicar and all other costs
of running a Parish, as well as giving a proportion
to the Diocese. Please help us to be sustainable
by giving via Automatic Payment. It is an easy
way to give and is useful for the parish in running
its budget. The Parish Bank Account is:

02 0410 0103053 00

Watch, O Lord, with those who wake, or watch,
or weep tonight, and give Your angels and saints
charge over those who sleep.

Tend Your sick ones, O Lord Christ.

Rest Your weary ones.

Bless Your dying ones.

Soothe Your suffering ones.

Pity Your afflicted ones.

Shield Your joyous ones, and all for Your love's
sake. Amen.

- Augustine of Hippo -




Second Corinthians 5:17 is a well-known verse in Christian circles,
often learned from childhood: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have
become new” (NKJV). The Message Bible adds an enthusiastic touch:
“The old life is gone; a new life emerges!”

What is the significance of the fact that “old things have passed away”?
This verse goes beyond rote Sunday school work; it is a reality for the
genuine believer. Those who place faith in the redemptive work of Christ
undergo a spiritual transformation courtesy of the Holy Spirit. The Bible
refers to this as being “born again” (John 3:3-7). Theologians use the
term regeneration to describe the same amazing act. We went from
death to life!

The life of an unbeliever is characterized by what the apostle Paul calls
“old things.” Unbelievers possess a sinful nature and are separated from
God, a destructive combination. Consequently, their lifestyle displays
the works of the flesh (Galatians 5:19-21). While atheists may exhibit
basic moral values—depending on upbringing and environment—they
primarily live for themselves rather than God.

Further, religious people who are unregenerate cannot talk about an old
life passing away. They are under the law and seek justification through
it. This leaves them condemned when they fall short (Romans

3:19; Galatians 3:10). Without the new birth, they remain slaves to sin
(Romans 7:14-23). Being religious without Christ leads to either despair
or self-righteousness. One who lives under the law should also anticipate
being perfectly judged by it. God is a fair judge (Psalms 9:7—

8; 98:9; Romans 2:6—11; Revelation 20:12).

However, for those who believe in Christ, old things have indeed passed
away! Paul provides this description in Romans 6:3-7: Or don’t you know
that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, we too may live a new life. For if we have been united with
him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a
resurrection like his. For we know that our old self was crucified with him
so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should
no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been set
free from sin.

Followers of Christ are united to Him and form His body (1 Corinthians
12:27; Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18). Thus, our baptism into Christ
makes Him our representative. When He was crucified, our old selves
were crucified as well. When He resurrected to live for God, we too were
resurrected to live a new life for God. Old things have passed away.
Many pastors are wary of preaching about grace due to the fear that
their congregation will find an excuse to sin. However, this stems from a
core misunderstanding. Grace not only pardons us from the penalty of
sin but also possesses a transformative power to break sin’s hold on our
lives (Romans 6:14; Titus 2:11-12). The reality of 2 Corinthians 5:17 is
only possible because of grace.

The transition from the old life to the new one is not merely theoretical.
Many people can testify to the transformation in their lives when God’s
grace took up residence. Lee Strobel has compiled many examples in his
book The Case for Grace (Zondervan, 2015).

Some Christians experience an instant transformation, while others
progress gradually. Either way, the truth remains the same: old things
have passed away for those who are in Christ. We are reconciled to God
and called to live for Him. It is a beautiful lifestyle, filled with love,
holiness, self-control, uprightness, and good deeds.

Calf Fundraising Scheme:

Donate a calf (if you are a farmer), or
townies can donate $250 which will cover
the costs of purchasing a 4 day old bull old
calf and rearing costs. Or you could wait
until the calves are sold and donate the
average cash price of what all the calves
sold for. It is an easy and low maintenance
fundraiser that has the potential to raise
$450 per calf sold. The better the calf, the
higher the price we get for it.

Forms and info on the Welcome table, or

see Sally-Ann & Richard

Proverbs 30:3-4

31 have not learned wisdom,
nor have | attained to the knowledge
of the Holy One.
4Who has gone up to heaven and come
down?
Whose hands have gathered up the
wind?
Who has wrapped up the waters in a
cloak?
Who has established all the ends of the
earth?
What is his name, and what is the name
of his son?
Surely you know!
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