Saint Mary’s Newsletter: December

Vicar: David Smithson 027 4213200 Fridays

07 8492761 Afterhours

Lay Minister: Charles Clark 021 02691764
Peoples Warden: Sally-Ann Riddell 022 107562

Vicars Warden: John Heaton 021 702871

SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2024

Sunday 1%
10am Advent 1 Holy Communion

Refreshments: Trish
Readings: Charles
Intercessions: Trish

Sunday 8*:
10am Advent 2 Holy Communion

Refreshments: Melanie
Readings: Charles
Intercessions: Melanie

Sunday 15*":
10am Advent 3 Holy Communion

Refreshments: Majella
Readings: Charles
Intercessions: Majella

Sunday 22"

10am Advent 4 Holy Communion
Refreshments:

Readings: Charles

Intercessions:

Tues/Weds 24"/ 25th:
No services

DEC 29" 2024 to JAN 26 2025: Please note that
there will be no services between these dates.
Services will resume Sun 2" Feb 2025.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be
called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 9:6




GOD INCARNATE

The Latin verb incarnare meant “to make flesh.” When we say
that Jesus Christ is God “Incarnate,” we mean that the Son of
God took on a fleshly, bodily form (John 1:14). However, when
this happened in the womb of Mary, Jesus’ earthly mother, He
did not stop being deity. Although Jesus became fully human
(Hebrews 2:17), He retained His status as God (John 1:1, 14).
How Jesus is able to be both man and God simultaneously is
one of the great mysteries of Christianity but is nevertheless a
test of orthodoxy (1 John 4:2; 2 John 1:7). Jesus has two
distinct natures, divine and human. “Believe me when | say
that | am in the Father and the Father is in me” (John 14:11).

The Bible clearly teaches the deity of Christ by presenting His
fulfilment of numerous Old Testament prophecies (Isaiah
7:14; Psalm 2:7), His eternal existence (John 1:1-3; John 8:58),
His miraculous virgin birth (Luke 1:26—31), His miracles
(Matthew 9:24-25), His authority to forgive sin (Matthew 9:6),
His acceptance of worship (Matthew 14:33), His ability to
predict the future (Matthew 24:1-2), and His resurrection
from the dead (Luke 24:36—39). The writer of Hebrews tells us
Jesus is superior to angels (Hebrews 1:4-5) and angels are to
worship Him (Hebrews 1:6).

The Bible also teaches the Incarnation—Jesus became fully
human by taking on human flesh. Jesus was conceived in the
womb and was born (Luke 2:7), He experienced normal aging
(Luke 2:40), He had natural physical needs (John 19:28) and
human emotions (Matthew 26:38), He learned (Luke 2:52), He
died a physical death (Luke 23:46), and He was resurrected
with a physical body (Luke 24:39). Jesus was human in every
way except for sin; He lived a completely sinless life (Hebrews
4:15).

When Christ took on the form of a human, His nature did not
change, but His position did. Jesus, in His original nature of
God in spirit form, humbled Himself by laying aside His glory
and privileges (Philippians 2:6—8). God can never stop being
God because He is immutable (Hebrews 13:8) and infinite
(Revelation 1:8). If Jesus stopped being fully God for even a
split second, all life would die (see Acts 17:28). The doctrine of
the Incarnation says that Jesus, while remaining fully God,
became fully man.

This Month in Christian History:

Dec 18t 1904: Indian mystic Sundar Singh
is converted to Christianity. He later
donned the robe of a Sadu (Hindu holy
man) in an endeavour to present
Christianity in a Hindu form. Singh
disappeared in April 1929 while
undertaking a strenuous mission in Tibet.
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May the God of hope fill
you with all joy and peace
as you trust in him,
s0 that you may overflow
with hope by the power
of the Holy Spirit.
= A Romans 15:13
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