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SERVICES FOR APRIL 
 

 
Sunday 7th: 

10am Holy Communion Service  

 

Refreshments: Karen 

Readings: Charles 

Intercessions: Karen 

 

Sunday 14th:  

10am Holy Communion Service  

 

Refreshments: Trish 

Readings: Charles 

Intercessions: Trish 

 

 

Sunday 21st:  

10am Holy Communion Service  

 

Refreshments: Rosalie 

Readings: Charles 

Intercessions: Helen 

 

 

Thursday 25th:  

6am ANZAC Dawn Service at the Cenotaph 

 

 

Sunday 28th: 

10am Holy Communion service  

 

Refreshments: Helen 

Readings: Charles 

Intercessions: Helen 

 

 

ANZAC Service: 6AM at Gordonton Hall 25 April.       

4 volunteers are required to read out names from 

the roll of honour – please see the vicar 

 

 SCRIPTURE FOR THE MONTH: 
 

 



                    What does the bible say about Family? 

 The concept of family is extremely important in the Bible, both in a physical sense and in a 

theological sense. The concept of family was introduced in the very beginning, as we see 

in Genesis 1:28, "God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill 

the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every 

living creature that moves on the ground.'" God’s plan for creation was for men and women 

to marry and have children. A man and a woman would form a "one-flesh" union through 

marriage (Genesis 2:24), and they with their children become a family, the essential building 

block of human society. 

We also see early on that family members were to look after and care for one another. 

When God asks Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" Cain’s response is the flippant "Am I my 

brother’s keeper?" The implication is that, yes, Cain was expected to be Abel’s keeper and 

vice versa. Not only was Cain’s murder of his brother an offense against humanity in 

general, but it was especially egregious because it was the first recorded case of fratricide 

(murder of one’s sibling). 

The Bible has a more communal sense of people and family than is generally held in 

Western cultures today, where citizens are more individualized than people in the Middle 

East and definitely more so than the people of the ancient near East. When God saved Noah 

from the flood, it wasn’t an individual case salvation, but a salvation for him, his wife, his 

sons and his sons’ wives. In other words, his family was saved (Genesis 6:18). When God 

called Abraham out of Haran, He called him and his family (Genesis 12:4-5). The sign of the 

Abrahamic covenant (circumcision) was to be applied to all males within one’s household, 

whether they were born into the family or are part of the household servant staff (Genesis 

17:12-13). In other words, God’s covenant with Abraham was familial, not individual. 

The importance of family can be seen in the provisions of the Mosaic covenant. For 

example, two of the Ten Commandments deal with maintaining the cohesiveness of the 

family. The fifth commandment regarding honouring parents is meant to preserve the 

authority of parents in family matters, and the seventh commandment prohibiting adultery 

protects the sanctity of marriage. From these two commandments flow all of the various 

other stipulations in the Mosaic Law which seek to protect marriage and the family. The 

health of the family was so important to God that it was codified in the national covenant of 

Israel. 

This is not solely an Old Testament phenomenon. The New Testament makes many of the 

same commands and prohibitions. Jesus speaks on the sanctity of marriage and against 

frivolous divorce in Matthew 19. The apostle Paul talks about what Christian homes should 

look like when he gives the twin commands of “children, obey your parents” and “parents, 

don’t provoke your children” in Ephesians 6:1–4 and Colossians 3:20–21. In 1 Corinthians 7, 

the unbelieving spouse is “sanctified” through the believing spouse, meaning, among other 

things, that the unbelieving spouse is in a position to be saved through the witness of the 

believing spouse. 

Let’s now turn our attention to the theological concept of family. During His three-year 

ministry, Jesus shattered some prevailing notions of what it meant to be part of a family: 

"While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting 

to speak to him. Someone told him, ‘Your mother and brothers are standing outside, 

wanting to speak to you.’ He replied to him, ‘Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?’ 

Pointing to his disciples, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does 

the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother’” (Matthew 12:46-50). 

Now we must clear up some misconceptions with this passage. Jesus is not saying that 

biological family isn’t important; He is not dismissing His mother and brothers. What He is 

doing is making the clear theological point that in the Kingdom of Heaven, the most 

important family connection is spiritual, not physical. This is a truth made explicitly clear in 

John’s Gospel, when the evangelist says, "Yet to all who received him, to those who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of 

natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God" (John 1:12-13). 

The parallels are quite clear. When we are born physically, we’re born into a physical family, 

but when we are "born again," we are born into a spiritual family. To use Pauline language, 

we are adopted into God’s family (Romans 8:15). When we are adopted into God’s spiritual 

family, the Church, God becomes our Father and Jesus our Brother. This spiritual family is 

not bound by ethnicity, gender or social standing. As Paul says, "You are all sons of God 

through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for 

you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and 

heirs according to the promise" (Galatians 3:26-29). 

So what does the Bible say about family? The physical family is the most important building 

block to human society, and as such, it should be nurtured and protected. But more 

important than that is the new creation that God is making in Christ, which is comprised of a 

spiritual family, the Church, made up of all people who call upon the Lord Jesus Christ as 

Savior. This is a family drawn "from every nation, tribe, people and language" (Revelation 

7:9), and the defining characteristic of this spiritual family is love for one another: "A new 

command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 

By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another" (John 13:34-35). 

 

                    Theologian of the Month: 

 J I Packer was born into a lower middle-class family 

that lived in the central part of Gloucester, a cathedral 

city in the southwest of England. Packer's parents made 

it clear that any advanced education would depend on 

scholarships. Packer received the scholarships that 

enabled him to be educated at Oxford University. On 

September 19, 1933, at the age of 7, a schoolyard bully 

chased Packer onto the busy London Road, where he 

was hit by a bread van and knocked to the ground. He 

sustained a serious head injury and has had a 

noticeable dent in the side of his skull ever since. 

Packer has taken a range of disappointments in life in 

stride, and he says regarding his childhood accident 

that "it was part of life."                        

Packer was converted two weeks after arriving at 

Oxford University as a student. Packer was raised in a 

nominally rather than genuinely Christian family and 

church. When he entered Oxford University, he thought 

of himself as a Christian because he had defended 

Christianity in intellectual debate at school. While 

attending an evangelistic service sponsored by the 

campus InterVarsity group, he realized that he was not 

a true Christian. By God's grace, he left the service as a 

believing and saved Christian. Because Packer's primary 

career has been as a teacher, author, and speaker, most 

people think of him as an academician only. But Packer 

also had a brief career as an Anglican minister. Almost 

immediately after his conversion, Packer began a 

process leading to ordination in the Church of England. 

As he was finishing his Oxford dissertation on Richard 

Baxter, he began a three-year parish ministry as an 

Anglican curate in suburban Birmingham.                                                                   

Packer's first book sold 20,000 copies in its first year 

and has never been out of print since then. An address 

that Packer gave to a student group in London in 1957 

caught the attention of an Inter-Varsity editor, who 

requested that Packer turn the address into a 

pamphlet. Instead, Packer worked on the material for 

eighteen months and handed over a book-length 

manuscript to the editor. The book was 

entitled Fundamentalism and the Word of God. Packer 

has published so much that it is impossible to compile a 

bibliography of his writings.                                        

Packer believes that the most important project of his 

life is a book that does not even carry his name—the 

English Standard Version of the Bible (for which Packer 

served as general editor. 
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