Saint Mary’s Newsletter: February

Vicar: David Smithson 027 4213200 Fridays

07 8492761 Afterhours

Lay Minister: Charles Clark 021 02691764
Peoples Warden: Sally-Ann Riddell 022 107562

Vicars Warden: John Heaton 021 702871

SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY

%

Sunday 4*";
10am Holy Communion Service

Refreshments: Trish
Readings: Charles
Intercessions: Trish

Sunday 11*:
10am Holy Communion Service

Refreshments: Helen
Readings: Charles
Intercessions: Helen

Wednesday 14t
Informal Ash Weds Service 7:00pm alongside 39 Article
Study/Prayer

Sunday 18"
10am Holy Communion Service — 1% Sunday of LENT

Refreshments: Majella
Readings: Charles
Intercessions: Majella

Sunday 25'":

10am Holy Communion service — 2" Sunday of LENT

Refreshments: Melanie
Readings: Charles
Intercessions: Melanie

o

St Mary’s 90" Celebration: Diary note Sunday 3™
March as it is St Mary’s 90t Anniversary. Our
special guest celebrant will be Archbishop Sir David
Moxon, with the planting of a commemorative Yew
tree, followed by a pot luck lunch at Richard & Sally-
Ann’s home
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Lent: Weds 14™ Feb marks the beginning of Lent.
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What does the bible say about Gambling?
Gambling, if done in moderation and only on occasion, is a waste of money
but not necessarily evil. People waste money on all sorts of activities.
Gambling is no more or less wasteful than seeing a movie (in many cases),
eating an unnecessarily expensive meal, or purchasing a worthless item. Of
course, the fact that money is wasted on other things does not justify
gambling. Money should not be wasted. By cutting wasteful spending, one
can save money for future needs or give more to the Lord’s work. Gambling
only adds to the waste.

While the Bible does not explicitly mention gambling, it does mention
events of “luck” or “chance.” For example, casting lots was God’s prescribed
method of choosing between the sacrificial goat and the scapegoat (Leviticus
16:8). Joshua cast lots to determine the allotment of land to the various
tribes, and the results were accepted as God’s will (Joshua 18:10). Nehemiah
cast lots to determine who would live inside the walls of Jerusalem
(Nehemiah 11:1). The apostles cast lots to determine the replacement for
Judas (Acts 1:26). Each of these occasions proved the truth of Proverbs
16:33, which says, “The lot is cast in the lap, but its every decision is from
the Lorp.” With the exception of the Roman soldiers’ gambling at the foot of
the cross (John 19:24), none of the instances of casting lots in the Bible have
to do with betting or the transfer of goods. The apostles’ casting lots in Acts
1is no justification for playing craps in Vegas.

Gambling, by nature, takes advantage of the misfortune of others. In order
for one person to win, someone else—usually multiple others—must lose.
For a Christian to risk money in the off chance that he will gain even more is
foolish. But to actively seek financial benefit from someone else’s loss is
more than foolish; it is unethical.

What about casinos and lotteries? Casinos use all sorts of marketing
schemes to entice gamblers to risk as much money as possible. They often
offer inexpensive or even free alcohol, which encourages drunkenness—and
a decreased ability to make wise decisions. Everything in a casino is perfectly
rigged for taking money in large sums and giving nothing in return but
momentary thrills and empty pleasures.

State and national lotteries are a form of gambling. Lotteries tempt
people with the possibility of quick riches and are marketed as a way to fund
education and/or social programs. However, it seems that those the lottery
is touted to help are actually being hurt. A recent study showed that
households in the lowest income bracket spend 13 percent of their annual
household income on the lottery, in contrast to the highest earners, who
spend just 1 percent of their income on the lottery (Bankrate survey,
October 2019). In other words, those who can least afford to spend money
on lottery tickets are often the ones buying them. With the chances of
winning the lottery being infinitesimal, the whole system preys upon the
poor.

First Timothy 6:10 provides wisdom that directly relates to gambling: “For
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for
money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many
griefs.” Those who gamble cannot follow the admonition of Hebrews 13:5:
“Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you
have, because God has said, ‘Never will | leave you; never will | forsake you’”
(Hebrews 13:6). Serving God and serving money are incompatible (Matthew
6:24).

In summary, gambling is poor stewardship of one’s God-given resources,
it attempts to bypass honest work, it promotes greed and covetousness, and
it rejoices in the misfortune of others. A Christian should not be involved in
gambling or in other forms of materialism.
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Theologian of the Month:

Nicholas Thomas Wright, known as

N. T. Wright or Tom Wright, is an English
New Testament scholar, Pauline
theologian and Anglican bishop.

He was the bishop of Durham from 2003
to 2010.

He then became research professor of
New Testament and Early Christianity at St
Mary's College in the University of St
Andrews in Scotland until 2019, when he
became a senior research fellow at
Woycliffe Hall at the University of Oxford.
Please see the Vicar if you want to read /
borrow some of N.T Wrights books

Scripture for February:
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https://www.gotquestions.org/casting-lots.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Leviticus/16/Leviticus-16-8.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Leviticus/16/Leviticus-16-8.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Joshua/18/Joshua-18-10.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Nehemiah/11/Nehemiah-11-1.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/1/Acts-1-26.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Proverbs/16/Proverbs-16-33.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Proverbs/16/Proverbs-16-33.html
https://www.bibleref.com/John/19/John-19-24.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/1/Acts-chapter-1.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/1/Acts-chapter-1.html
https://www.bibleref.com/1-Timothy/6/1-Timothy-6-10.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Hebrews/13/Hebrews-13-5.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Hebrews/13/Hebrews-13-6.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Matthew/6/Matthew-6-24.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Matthew/6/Matthew-6-24.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-greed.html

