
  Saint Mary’s Newsletter: Sep 2023 

Vicar: David Smithson 027 4213200 Fridays 

07 8492761 Afterhours 

Lay Minister: Charles Clark 021 02691764 

Peoples Warden: Sally-Ann Riddell 022 1077562 

Vicars Warden: John Heaton 021 702871 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 

 
 

Sunday 3rd: 

 

10am Re-Opening Service of St Mary’s with Holy 

Communion – We welcome The Ven Archdeacon Joel 

Rowse 

 

Morning Tea: Helen & Sally-Ann 

Readings: Charles. Prayers: Majella 

 

Sunday 10th: 

 

10am Holy Communion Service  

 

Morning Tea: Majella 

Readings: Charles. Prayers: Majella 

 

Sunday 17th: 

 

10am Holy Communion Service  

 

Morning Tea: Sally-Ann 

Readings: Charles. Prayers: Sally-Ann 

    

Sunday 24th: 

 

10am Holy Communion Service  

 

Morning Tea: Nancy 

Readings: Charles. Prayers: Nancy 

 

Scripture for the month: 

 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Calf Fundraising Scheme: Donate a calf (if you are a 
farmer), or townies can donate $300 which will cover 
the costs of purchasing a 4 day old bull old calf and 
rearing costs. It is an easy and low maintenance 
fundraiser that has the potential to raise over $450 per 
calf sold. The better the calf, the higher the price we get 
for it.  
Forms and info are on the Welcome table  

 

 

 



 LEAVING & CLEAVING:  

 

Genesis 2:24 provides Christian couples with an indispensable blueprint for marriage: 

“A man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife,  and they shall 

become one flesh” (ESV). Adam and Eve had no father and mother to leave, yet God 

knew this bit of marital counsel would be essential to the success of every future 

marriage for the rest of time. 

      Married couples run into trouble if they fail to leave their fathers and mothers. 

According to Genesis 2:24, when we step into marriage, we walk out from under the 

authority of our parents. So important was this command—“a man shall leave his 

father and mother”—that Jesus reiterated it in Matthew 19:4–6. Countless marriages 

struggle or fail because husbands and wives don’t fully understand the new covenant 

relationship that has been formed. No matter how strong or cherished one’s chil d-to-

parent affinity may be, each spouse must prioritize the new family relationship, or the 

marriage will have trouble. 

         Most young couples move out of their parents’ homes when they get married.  A 

man shall leave his father and mother might include the physical act of leaving but it 

goes beyond that. The English word leave in Genesis 2:24 is a translation of a Hebrew 

term meaning “abandon, forsake, to leave behind.” That does not imply that married 

people must cut all ties with their parents. The Bible calls adult believers to honour 

and respect their parents (Proverbs 30:11, 17) and to care for them in their old age 

(Mark 7:10–13; 1 Timothy 5:4–8). 

       Rather than abandoning parents altogether, “leaving” involves cutting emotional 

ties of loyalty and dependency. Until a couple marries, the strongest emotional bonds 

in their lives are most often with their parents. When we enter a marriage covenant 

and “become one flesh” with our husband or wife, our relationship dependencies 

must shift entirely from our parents to our spouse. 

A man shall leave his father and mother means a married couple no longer has the 

option to “run home to Papa” or let a meddling mother-in-law come between them. 

The Hebrew expression translated as “cleave unto” (KJV), “hold fast to” (ESV), or “be 

joined to” (NASB) in Genesis 2:24 means “to adhere to, stick to, weld, or glue.” The 

terminology emphasizes a total commitment to stick together like glue. Two people 

can’t get much closer than being welded together as one flesh. No other relationship 

with any former friends or family members should be more intimate or important 

than the one between a husband and wife. 

       So, what does leaving and cleaving look like in a practical sense? It means our 

spouse becomes our best friend and closest confidant. We don’t keep secrets from 

each other or share secrets with our parents or any other person. We don’t pour out 

the nitty gritty details of our marital problems with our parents or anyone else except 

in counselling. Instead, we nurture intimate companionship with our husband or wife 

by opening our innermost selves only to them. Building such intimacy will require a 

consistent, conscious, and lifelong effort. But God promises to create an unbreakable 

bond when we put our marriage relationship before all others and l ove each other 

deeply and exclusively. 

       Oneness in marriage extends to every aspect of the relationship—physical, 

emotional, spiritual, intellectual, financial, and social. Leaving and cleaving as one flesh 

doesn’t usually happen overnight. It is a process that develops through mutual 

submission and mutual agreement between two partners in marriage (see  Ephesians 

5:22–33). Couples must make every effort to solve problems and make decisions 

together (apart from the pressure of parents or others), praying with each other in 

every situation and considering each other’s preferences as they negotiate mutually 

agreed-upon solutions. 

    A man shall leave his father and mother is part of God’s design for marriage. The 

“leaving and cleaving” principle is threatened when parents are allowed to interfere 

and break the oneness of any aspect of the couple’s relationship. Parents demanding 

continued obedience or emotional dependence are running the risk of damaging their 

child’s marriage. When one partner continues to rely emotionally on a parent rather 

than the spouse, an unbiblical imbalance occurs. For a Christian marriage to thrive, 

both partners must guard against treating a child-parent relationship (or any other 

relationship) as the priority over the union between husband and wife . 

 

St Mary’s RE-OPENING Service          

 

Thank you all you wonderful people for your 

hard work getting us thus far: The Re-Opening 

of our beautiful wee church (and it will look 

even more beautiful!) is for Sunday 3 

September 10am - the first day of spring 

which is apt for new beginnings! Praise and 

Glory to God! We will welcome the Venerable 

Archdeacon Joel Rowse to celebrate with us 

Hero Truth Teller of the Month: 

 

Jon Wedger is a practicing Catholic and was a 

detective for Scotland Yard.  Jon joined the Child 

Abuse team there and was so good at cracking 

abuse rings, that he was actually threatened by 

high up Police, as he had traced the rings to the 

upper echelons of society. Jon whistle-blew, 

risking his family as threats were made, losing his 

career, and narrowly avoided jail on trumped up 

charges. He can be found on Rumble, TikTok, and 

limited YouTube platforms 

Healing & Anointing: 

 

For those who require prayer for healing, please 

see the vicar who will pray for you and anoint with 

oil 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%202.24
https://www.gotquestions.org/one-flesh-marriage.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%202.24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2019.4%E2%80%936
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%202.24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2030.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Proverbs%2030.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%207.10%E2%80%9313
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%205.4%E2%80%938
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%202.24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.22%E2%80%9333
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.22%E2%80%9333

