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SERVICES FOR JULY 
 

Sunday 4th: 

 

10am Holy Communion Service 

 

Readings: Sally-Ann Riddell 

Intercessions: Sally-Ann Riddell 

Refreshments: Muriel Riddell 

 

Sunday 11th: 

 

10am Holy Communion Service  

 

Readings: Katy Cockerton 

Intercessions: Katy Cockerton 

Refreshments: Katy Cockerton  

 

Sunday 18th: 

 

10am Holy Communion Service.  

 

Readings: Melanie Holdsworth  

Intercessions: Melanie Holdsworth 

Refreshments: Melanie Holdsworth 

 

Sunday 25th: 

 

10am Holy Communion Service  

 

Readings: Majella Heaton 

Intercessions: Majellla Heaton 

Refreshments: Majella Heaton 

 

 

Vestry Meeting after Church 25th 

July 

The delicious after church coffee 

we drink is Fair Trade Coffee – to 

bring a brighter future and 

positive change to coffee growers!   

 

Barnabas Fund A reminder that our 

Parish donates directly to Barnabas 

Fund that assists persecuted 

Christians around the world  

 

 



                                 Abortion 
The subject of abortion is perhaps one of the most highly charged issues of our day. 

Finding an honest answer to the question “is abortion murder?” takes courage for 

those who have performed abortions or have had abortions themselves. The Bible is 

clear about the fact that murder is wrong (Exodus 20:13). However, in some cases, 

the Bible does not forbid killing. Soldiers representing their country were expected to 

kill soldiers on the opposing side (Joshua 11:20). That is not murder. Animals were 

killed for food and for sacrifice (Exodus 24:5; Genesis 9:3–4). That is not murder 

either. 

          Murder is defined as “the unlawful, premeditated killing of one human being 

by another.” Murder is unlawful killing—that is, killing that is done by the judgment 

of one human being against another, for personal (rather than national) reasons. The 

Bible condemns murder repeatedly as a characteristic of a wicked society 

(Deuteronomy 5:17; Isaiah 1:21; Hosea 4:2; Matthew 5:21). Determining whether or 

not abortion is murder involves two considerations: first, whether or not a foetus in 

utero is actually a human being, and, second, if a foetus is a child, whether or not 

abortion can be rightly called murder since it is legal in most countries. If murder is 

unlawful killing, it would follow that a lawful killing would not be murder. 

           One reason murder is outlawed in many places is that it is unethical for one 

person to unilaterally decide the fate of another. Under the Old Testament Law, a 

murderer was not put to death unless there were multiple witnesses: “No person shall 

be put to death on the testimony of one witness” (Numbers 35:30). In war, soldiers 

do not decide to kill for their own purposes; rather, they kill in the national interest—

if they fight for an honourable nation, the national interest will be to protect innocent 

civilians from some threat. Abortion is different. Abortion is killing based on a 

mother’s unilateral judgment and choice. Such unprovoked killing of the defenceless 

is unethical and should define abortion as murder in any society—unless the foetus is 

not human. If the foetus is just a mass of impersonal tissue or something less than 

human, ending its life would not face the same ethical challenge and would not be 

considered murder. 

            So, is a foetus a human? Or is it something else? Biologically speaking, human 

life begins at conception. When the mother’s egg and the father’s sperm come 

together, they combine and create a new string of DNA that is personalized and 

totally unique. DNA is coded information, the blueprint for the new human’s growth 

and development. No more genetic material needs to be added; the zygote in the 

womb is as human as the mother in whose womb it dwells. The difference between a 

foetus and any one of us is one of age, location, and level of dependence. When a 

mother aborts the process of foetal development, she is destroying a unique life. 

         The Bible clearly points to conception as the beginning of human life. Samson 

said, “I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb” (Judges 16:17). He 

refers to his unborn self as having already been what God planned him to be—a 

Nazirite. David says, “You formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my 

mother’s womb” (Psalm 139:13). Again, we see David referring to himself as a 

person in the womb. Then, he says, “Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your 

book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet 

there was none of them” (Psalm 139:16). David is saying that God had all of his days 

planned out for him while he was still in the womb. Again, this evidence points to 

personhood beginning at conception, rather than at the moment of birth. We see 

God had a similar plan for the life of the pre-born Jeremiah: “Before I formed you in 

the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a 

prophet to the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5). 

           The Bible considers a foetus to be an unborn child, a planned human being 

that God is forming from the moment of conception. This being the case, it doesn’t 

really matter what human jurisprudence says or how socially or politically acceptable 

abortion is. God’s law takes precedence. A mother who decides to abort her child is 

unilaterally making a decision to end another person’s life—and that is and always 

has been the definition of murder. 

 

 

This Month in Christian History: 

23th July 1825: Kidnapped earlier by 

Muslim slave traders from his Yoruba 

homeland in north-central Africa, Samuel 

Adjai Crowther is rescued by English 

missionaries and baptized into the 

Church. In 1864 Crowther was 

consecrated as missionary bishop of the 

Niger Territory.  

 

Parish Giving 

Please consider giving to the parish via 

Automatic Payment. St Mary’s has to pay 

for our Vicar and all other costs of running 

a Parish, as well as giving a proportion to 

the Diocese. Please help us to be sustainable 

by giving via Automatic Payment. It is an 

easy way to give and is useful for the parish 

in running its budget. The Parish Bank 

Account is:  

02 0410 0103053 00 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/abortion-Bible.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/abortion-healing-recovery.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2020.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Josh%2011.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2024.5
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https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%205.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%201.21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hos%204.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%205.21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2035.30
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