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SERVICES FOR MAY 
 

Sunday 7th: 

 

10am Family Communion Service.  

 

Refreshments – Michaela O’Neil  

 

 

Sunday 14th: 

 

10am Family Communion Service & 

Baptism 

 

Refreshments – Majella Heaton  

 

 

Sunday 21st: 

 

10am Praise Service – Children’s 

Church & Juniour Youth 

 

Refreshments – Kim Simpson 

 

Sunday 28th: 

 

10am Family Communion Service 

 

Refreshments – Adrienne Calderwood  

 

 

 

 

4th June: Queens Birthday Weekend No 

service 

Bishop’s visit: Next month 11 June.  

Salt & Light Bible Study Group. 

Meets after church every fortnight. 

After a recess due to a busy April 

month, it will resume this month 

Sun 7th 

 

Scripture for the month: 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong 

and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not 

be discouraged, for the LORD your God will 

be with you wherever you go.”  

Joshua 1:9 

 

 



          "What is the difference between mercy and grace?" 

 

Mercy and grace are often confused. While the terms have similar 

meanings, grace and mercy are not the same. To summarize the 

difference: mercy is God not punishing us as our sins deserve, 

and grace is God blessing us despite the fact that we do not 

deserve it. Mercy is deliverance from judgment. Grace is 

extending kindness to the unworthy. 

 

According to the Bible, we have all sinned (Ecclesiastes 

7:20; Romans 3:23; 1 John 1:8). As a result of that sin, we all 

deserve death (Romans 6:23) and eternal judgment in the lake of 

fire (Revelation 20:12-15). With that in mind, every day we live is 

an act of God's mercy. If God gave us all what we deserve, we 

would all be, right now, condemned for eternity. In Psalm 51:1-2, 

David cries out, "Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 

unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my 

transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from 

my sin." A plea to God for mercy is asking Him to withhold the 

judgment we deserve and instead grant to us the forgiveness we in 

no way have earned. 

 

We deserve nothing from God. God does not owe us anything. 

Anything good that we experience is a result of the grace of God 

(Ephesians 2:5). Grace is simply defined as unmerited favour. 

God favours, or gives us good things that we do not deserve and 

could never earn. Rescued from judgment by God's mercy, grace 

is anything and everything we receive beyond that mercy (Romans 

3:24). Common grace refers to the sovereign grace which God 

bestows on all of mankind regardless of their spiritual standing 

before Him, while saving grace is that special dispensation of 

grace whereby God sovereignly bestows unmerited divine 

assistance upon His elect for their regeneration and sanctification. 

 

Mercy and grace are best illustrated in the salvation that is 

available through Jesus Christ. We deserve judgment, but if we 

receive Jesus Christ as Saviour, we receive mercy from God and 

we are delivered from judgment. Instead of judgment, we receive 

by grace salvation, forgiveness of sins, abundant life (John 10:10), 

and an eternity in Heaven, the most wonderful place imaginable 

(Revelation 21-22). Because of the mercy and grace of God, our 

response should be to fall on our knees in worship and 

thanksgiving. Hebrews 4:16 declares, "Let us then approach the 

throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy 

and find grace to help us in our time of need." 

 

This Month in Christian History: 

2nd May 373: Death of St Athanasius the 

Great, bishop of Alexandria (328-73). 

Known as “the father of Orthodoxy” 

Athanasius was the first Christian writer 

to list the 27 books of the New Testament 

that we have today.  

 

 

CHEQUES TO ST MARY’S: 

If you are writing a cheque 

towards the parish, please 

ensure it is made out to: 

“Gordonton Anglican Church” 

Parish Giving 

Please consider giving to the parish via 

Automatic Payment. Did you know that St 

Mary’s has to pay for our Vicar and all other 

costs of running a Parish, as well as giving a 

proportion to the Diocese? Please help us to 

be sustainable by giving via Automatic 

Payment. It is an easy way to give and is 

useful for the parish in running its budget. 

The Parish Bank Account is:  

02 0410 0103053 00 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/definition-of-grace.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eccles%207.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eccles%207.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%203.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%201.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2020.12-15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2051.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%203.24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%203.24
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